[Theme I.] Building Democracy through Colouring Our Lives

Democracy and Cultures of Democracy:
Women Marriage Migrants Agency and Rights

Prof. Maureen C. Pagaduan, ARMMNet*

! From study titled “Perspectives on Women Marriage Migrants Agency and Rights: A study on
policy interventions and support services for women in marriage-migration” co-written by Mr. Elmer
Malibiran, Prof. Mary Lou Alcid, Ms. Jeremi Panganiban, Mr. Karl Arvin Hapal, Ms. Marion
Cabrera, and Ms. Tesa de Vela.
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Democracy and Radical Democracy Defined
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The Five Rights: Towards Empowerment and Respect for Cultural
Difference
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right to marriage,

right to family and children_
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rights to work and political participation
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right to political participation

right to cultural autonomy
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Agency and the Politics of Action and Change
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Women’s Capacities Constitute Them as Agents of Their Own Empowerment
and Collective Action
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Social Networks and Social Capital as Evidence of Agency
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Commercialization of Women and Men in Marriage
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Feminization of Marriage-Migration
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The Story of Marriage Migration is Also a Story of Love
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Korean Policy on Multiculturalism and Social Integration as Assimilation
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Strengthening Programs and Women'’s Participation — Democratizing Public
Spaces
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Recommendations

Further Studies

Men marriage migrants

Non-heteronormative investigations into marriage-migration
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Orientations on marriage-migration and pre-departure orientations

Government support for services
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Emerging Advocacy Issues and Concerns
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Conceptualizing the “International Families™:
Reframing the Chinese and Southeast Asian Marriage
Immigrants in Taiwan

Taiwan International Family Association (TIFA)

Based on a working paper in Chinese by:
| Lee, Dan Feng
| Chang, Jung Che

Lung, Wei Hsiuan
Chang, Yu Hwa

Edited and Rewritten in English by:

Chang, Jung Che | Lung, Wei Hsiuan

Context

Nationality | China Vietnamese Indonesia | Thailand Philippines | Cambodia
Amount 274,921 | 81,276 26,195 8,261 6,427 4,392
Percentage 66.3% 19.5% 6.3% 2.0% 1.5% 1.1%
Total

Amount 417,083
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Networking and Empowering
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International Family, Reframed

The minorities and the fight for equal participations in democracy
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Social Rights Conditions of Marriage Migrant Women
in South Korea

Friends of Asia
Mi-kyung, Cha

1. Issues

2 <Women’s Labor> It’s significant to note class differences amongt women and gender differences

between laborers (Source: Jung-hung, Chung (http://sosim.jinbo.net), Hae-sun, Kim| Secretary General,
Seoul Women’s Trade Union
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2. Case studies of the reality of migrant workers' social rights

m Increase in the number of disadvantages at the workplace due to insecure

social status
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® The Grand National Party(GNP) 00 member’s office
* The number of divorces amogst international marriage couples in 2004- 3,345 cases, 2005- 4,218 cases,

2006- 6,197 cases and as of July 2007 reached 4, 510 cases and continuous to increase rapidly. In
average this means around 4, 682 international marriage couples are seperated yearly.

> The Ministry of Health and Welfare Statistics Survey 2007 on <Statistics on Family Policy>, MOHW
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Increasing numbers of marriage migrant women widowed or raise children
as a single-parent after divorce
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m Husband has no access to medical insurance, directly affecting family

members' access to the hospital.

2-2. Economic Rights: Reality and features of labor rights of migrant women

m Little access to job recruitment information
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m Long working hours but minimally reward (women's labor and

discriminative practices on migrant workers)
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m Lack of quality jobs

® According to the latest statistics survey by the ‘Multicultural Family Social Integration Support
Gangwon Forum 2008’, the numbers engaged in the agro-livestock and fishing industries amounted to
340 people (11.2%), secretarial posts 131 people (4.2%), daily-workers 161 people (5.3%), foreign
language instructors 109 people (3.8%) and homemakers 71.7%.

Source: Human Rights white book <In between adjustment and violence>, 2008, Women Migrants
Human rights Center
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m Despite desire to work, husband and parents-in-law disapprove
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Socio-Economic Rights and Human (In)Security of
Marriage Migrant Women
-A View from Japan-

Kinhide Mushakoji
Centre for Asia Pacific Partnership,

Osaka University of Economics and Law

1. Issues
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2. Myth of Homogeneity and Xenophobia in Japan
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3. Marriage as a Stage of the Life Course of Women Migrants
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4. Human Security and the Rights to Production and Development
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[Theme I1.] Let Us Tear Down the Fake Mask of ‘Multiculturalism’

Multiple Identities of Marriage-Immigrant Women:
Beyond the Nation-State

KWI, Ewha Womans University
Kim, Young-ok

1. Introduction: The gap between the discourses on immigrant women and
their actual experiences of immigration
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2. A Story of a Sri Lankan Marriage-lmmigrant Woman

- Experiences of Racism
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(““The first words | heard from a Korean in Korea were 'Gosh! What a startle!!"... It
was really the first words | heard! Well, | have some slightly different skin color. But,
we all look more or less the same, don't we? How could a human being shout at
another human being ‘What a startle!"? It's not right at all... If I had no arms or legs, if
I had no eyes or anything, if | looked like an animal, well, you might get startled. It
would be understandable. But I'm a human being, too. You can't say ‘What a startle!
to another person just because of the look. But it was the first words spoken to me in
Korea. | felt 'wow, | may look funny to them.")

- Her criticism towards “ Koreans * : from the position of a foreigner

“When Kkids become 12 years old, their parents just dump them. | don't mean
they literally dump them outside. I mean, the parents who are both working
say to their children “You can do this. Why can't you? You should go to this
private institute and study this! You should go to that private institute and
study that!" They say such things all the time... They see money in their own
children... Kids should learn computers as soon as they become 10. Both parents
are working, and their children get screwed. In my neighborhood, 12 to 15 year-
old kids are just like gangsters... They smoke and drink. They even make out
with each other in public. Their parents are all to blame, aren't they?"
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“Koreans still say '"We are a one-race nation." As | told you, I've been living
abroad for 13 years. I've lived in several countries. But, in other countries, it
never takes such a long time for you to be able to hold other people's hands. But
it takes forever in Korea. It's so hard here in Korea... When you truly embrace
other people, you feel they embrace you, too. But it's not the case here. It may
have happened once, twice, three times, five times... well, less than ten times at
the most. It doesn't take this long in other countries. Never. ””
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- “ Give up her own nationality for this land *: The logic of “land,® and
the right to membership

“I had lived in my native country until I was 23. My parents, my whole family
still live there... My root is over there, not here. My root is not in here, you know.
But the root of my children is in here. I've tried so hard, and | still will... | raise
my children as hard as | can for this land. I've given up a lot. I've tried so hard...
But people tell me 'you are just a foreigner. Are you raising your children well
enough? Can you eat this? You'd better live alone, away from us." When people
say stuff like that, | feel just terrible. It's so depressing... You know, | have this
feeling... inside of me. | feel just being burned inside. I'm trying this hard. But why
can't people just see that? | can look like a Korean, can't 1? You can say 'her skin
is a bit different from ours. But she is definitely a Korean,' can't you?
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- The Two Faces of Recognition Struggle: Against Marriage Migration
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3. The Rights of Hospitality for Migrants

2009 Regional School | Citizenship of Marriage Migration in Asia



2009 Regional School | Citizenship of Marriage Migration in Asia



Beyond the Boundary of Nation-State

Emergency Support Center for Migrant Women
Idawa
1. Who am I?

After completing my medical study in Mongolia, | had worked 2 years in a
public health center as the general manager before I decided to study again.
A year later, I was financially troubled because of change in the school
education system. | came to Korea in 1999, with a Korean dream like many
other young people, to make money and met my husband after working 1
year as a worker in the manufacturing industry.

2. The turning point in my life as a married migrant
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Though | may look like a
Korean, having to use the ‘Korean’ language and encountering many
differences in everyday life brought nothing but mental confusion.

3. Some things change; some things don’t.
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I thought hard about whether | need to change my name or not after
acquiring the nationality. A person’s name in Mongolia is difficult to change
because it is closely related to Lama Buddhism. | eventually decided to keep
my first name and attach my husband’s last name. One may see that, unlike
other migrants, | wanted to keep my identity as a Mongolian and include a
Korean aspect in my name.

4. What it means to live in Korea as a married migrant.
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5. Conclusion
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Tales of Transnational Mothers:
Fixities and Flexibilities in Gender Constructs

Independent Activist
Mary Angeline Da-anoy

*Forthcoming publication for Human Rights Osaka, May 2009, in Japanese language.
Revised for Presentation at the: “2009 Regional School on Citizenship of Marriage Migrants: A
Platform for Research and Action”, organized by ARENA [Asian Regional Exchange for New

Alternatives] and Women Human Rights Center of Korea, May 23-25, 2009, Gapyeong, South
Korea.

l. Introduction

7 1 used pseudonyms to protect the privacy of the women included in this paper.
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1. Debunking the Ideal Filipino Family Construct
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I1l. The Gender Role Reversal of Filipinas: Mothers as Breadwinners
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| grew up in a squatter’s area in Manila, but when | came to Japan to work as an
entertainer, | helped my family back in the Philippines secure a decent home in
Bulacan, out of the squatter’s area. In 1996, | married with my Japanese hushand.
He adopted my son when he was twelve. He is 18 now. | left him to my parents’
care until he was 12 years old. He practically grew up as a Filipino.

I am thankful to the generosity of my Japanese husband, but things have not been
working well since my son came. My hushand said that my son is disrupting our
family life here. He had problems in school, in the community, and now he left home
and we could not contact him. It is not the first time he left home. He has been
doing this each time his relationship with his adopted father is strained. | feel that
he took for granted all the sacrifices | made just to get him here. 1 wish he would be
more considerate of my situation. But, | also know of his difficulties adjusting to
the new culture, language, and our new family set-up.

My husband’s upbringing is traditional, so he also tries to raise my son as he was
raised—i.e., very rigid and very Japanese. Since, my son grew up in an extended
family he has difficulty relating with his step father’s childrearing practices. | am
always caught in the middle because I love them both.

This is a difficult time for my hushand since he lost his job due to the downfall of his
company. He has been unemployed for more than a year now and feels stressed.
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He takes it on me and my son. The constant conflict between him and my son is
exhausting. | have to be the breadwinner not only for my family back in the
Philippines, but for my family in Japan as well. ~ This is really difficult for me, but |
have to wrestle with this reality.

I have been sick of asthma for a month and couldn’t work even if | wanted to. Back
home, my father is sick but | hesitated to call because | am empty handed now and if
I call, they have certain expectations of me as a breadwinner that pressures me. If
only I have enough, I would not have a second thought sending money.

My husband said that he will send my son back to the Philippines. | know that
there is no future for him there. He quit school here after Junior high school. At
least he can get a part time job here at factories or in construction companies. Back
there, life is even harsher for him. There are limited work opportunities even for
professionals, how much more for him who is only a junior high school graduate. |
just cannot afford to remain sick because so many people are counting on me not
just as a mother, but a breadwinner. Beside, my company is cutting down the
number of workers because of the bad economy. | have to work hard so | don’t get
fired.

IV. Contesting Norms on Maternity and Matrimony: “Defiant Mothers and
Wives”
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® KASAPI is the acronym for Kasugai Aichi Firijin no Kai. An organization based in Aichi Ken
whose members as mostly women married to Japanese men.
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V. Filipinas with Children Fathered by Filipino Men
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V1. Conclusion
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[Theme I11.] Action Makes Changes

20 YEARS OF CROSS-STRAITS MARRIAGE CONDITIONS
IN TAIWAN

Cross-strait Marriage Harmony Promotion Association
Director-general | Huang, Jiang-Nan

Preface
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The Rough Interview Process is against the Human Rights and Makes the
Cross-Straits Marriages Fall Apart.

Constantly Changing Policies and Regulations Make Spouses from Mainland
China Bewildered
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The Government Limit the Number of Spouses from Mainland China to Stay
in Taiwan

The Lack of Supervising during Amendment of Related Regulations
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Don’t treat the Spouses from Mainland China like criminals by establishing
the fingerprints files

Give Them the Courage to love Taiwan

, and make

them
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The Animus and Functions of Chinese Spouses Family Forum

Chinese Spouses Family Forum http://www.ccff.idv.tw/forum/

Executive Director| Xu Jing Guan( )

Preface

Prospectus

Statistics about our members

Purposes of Setting up the Website

Group Structure of the Website
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Our Services and Topics in Discuss:

We Organize People to Fight for Rights
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The Goals and Future Perspectives
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Immigrant women and Social Integration in Korea

Chief Counselor,
Eulim-migrant women & multicultural families center, attached Solidarity with Migrants
Kim Na-Hyun

1. Resident right of immigrant is human right and protection of human right
is Social Integration.
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2. Commercialization of Asian Women is not Social Integration.
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3. Multi cultural families' privacy must be protected.

4. Immigrants want to be one of the parts of Korea not a beneficiary of social
welfare.
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5. Sufficient information required for living in Korea

6. Multi-culture Human rights education.
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1. Importance of domestic networking
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2. Importance of International Networking

1) Solidarity to solve feminization of migration in Asia
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2) Solidarity with Asian women's organizations to prevent human trafficking
marriage migration
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ARENA Plans for Action:
Drawing Our Better Lives through Solidarity

Programme Officer

Chen, Hung-Ying
A. Introduction

B. Objectives
()

C. Action Lines

C-1.The Necessary Exploration: Citizenship issues of Undocumented
Marriage Migrants
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alien

C-2. Comparative Case Study on Citizenship Policy
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C-3. To expand our solidarity network- Beyond East/ Southeastern Asia
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D. Other recommendations of initiative
)
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E. Ways of Participation
1. Join our core-editorial meeting

2. Join our consulting committee
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Marriage migration and main issues in Mongolia

National center against violence

Munkhsaruul Mijiddorj

1. Brief introduction of marriage migration in Mongolia: main issues and
agendas

internal and international
migration

internal migration
international migration
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Marriage Divorce
Year | Number Number Number Number
of countries | of marriage of countries of divorce
2004 31 689 6 18
2005 33 706 5 39
2006 37 864 8 54
2007 44 1008 10 78
2008 - 253 5 24
Total 4723 22 234
Year of | Number
registration
1. | 1998 9
2. | 1999 11
3. ] 2000 37
4. | 2001 50
5. |2002 39
6. | 2003 53
7. |2004 60
8. | 2005 69
9. | 2006 539
10. | 2007 712
11. | 2008 224
Total 1803
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Situation and Challenges:

Case: “P is a victim of domestic violence has a son from her Korean husband.
She divorced when she was a pregnant. Now she lives in Mongolia, and
her son is seriously sick due to her husband beat her during her
pregnancy and was not much food. And she unable to work due to she
needs to care her son... ”

2. The past regional/international activity to marriage migration
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50990505

70111112

3. The plan for international/regional cooperation related to marriage
migration
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kids’ issue
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Marriage migration and main issues in Vietnam

International Organization of Migration, Vietnam
Ho Xuan Huy

I. Marriage Migration: Issues

1. Main routes of marriage migration

2. Issues

I1. Causes of Returns
1. Disillusion of life in destinations

2. Violence against Vietnamese brides

I cannot communicate with my husband and in-laws because | did not know
Korean. | was kept in a dark room with no freedom. I was not beaten but I
was blamed, cursed all day. | know some of my friends were beaten by their

2009 Regional School | Citizenship of Marriage Migration in Asia



husbands. My husband was mentally ill

I was pregnant but | was not taken care by my husband and in-laws. | had to
work very hard everyday to earn living for my family. | was often beaten by
my husband even though | was pregnant. Escape is the only way for my
survival.

3. False expectations on a part of husbands

4. Divorce

5. And many more causes
I11. Issues Faced by Returnees
o

1. Social stigma and discrimination
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® Many people in my village thought that | did something seriously
wrong in Korea so that | was forced back. They did not know how
much violent and miserable | faced there...I was isolated a year in my
community... (

2. Legal issues
°

2a. Divorce certificates

2b. Birth certificates/mix-raced children

My 6-year-old daughter and me returned Vietnam from Taiwan 2 years ago. | did
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not take her birth certificate back home so she cannot go to any schools from
kindergarten to elementary. | worry that she would face a poor future...

[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
S

IV. Actions/Solutions being taken
u
B Tips to addressed divorce issues
u

V. Suggestions
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Programme SChedUIE..............coiiiiii i s Vi
PartiCiPANT LIST... ..o e e e IX
[Workshop]

[Theme 1.] Building Democracy through Colouring Our Lives

Session 1. Concept, meaning and practice of democracy to marriage migrants
Democracy and Cultures of Democracy: Women Marriage Migrants Agency and
Rights

Session 2. Minority and democracy
Conceptualizing the “International Families”: Reframing the Chinese and
Southeast Asian Marriage Immigrants in Taiwan

Session 3. Migrants’ social rights and labor rights
Social Rights Conditions of Marriage Migrant Women in South Korea....

Comment Paper-
Socio-Economic Rights and Human (In)Security of Marriage Migrant Women....

[Theme I1.] Let Us Tear Down the Fake Mask of ‘Multiculturalism’
Session 1. Beyond boundary of nation-state 1:multiple identity
Multiple Identities of Marriage-Immigrant Women: Beyond the Nation-State

Session 2. Beyond boundary of nation-state 2:multiple identity(LeeDawa)
-A View from Japan- Beyond the Boundary of Nation-State..........................
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Session 3. Issue of 2nd generation
Tales of Transnational Mothers: Fixities and Flexibilities in Gender
Constructs

[Theme I11.] Action Makes Changes
Session 1. Taiwan: Citizenship struggles and Internet Mobilization of Chinese spouses
20 Years of Cross-Straits Marriage Conditions in Taiwan

The Animus and Functions of Chinese Spouses Family Forum

Session 2. Korea: Social Integration Programme

[Action] Regional/ Local Action Planning

Dreaming of Asian Solidarity for Sharing Equality, Peace, Life with Migrant
Women

KMWHRC

ARENA Plans for Action: Drawing Our Better Lives through Solidarity
ARENA

Marriage Migration and Main Issues in Mongolia
National Center against Violence, Mongolia

Marriage Migration and Main Issues in Vietnam....
IOM Vietnam
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Introduction of Programme

INTERACTIV Do not frame us: Foreign Brides, Marriage Immigrants, Or Marriage
E Migrants?

WORKSHOP
There are diverse names to refer to cross-border marriage -
marriage migrants, marriage immigrants, and foreign brides. Each
name reflects public perception on marriage migrants in countries of
both origin and destination. How to call or name our group is
important for our political campaign. Who are we? Why do we have
to carry the ‘foreign’ tag all our lives even though we have already
lived here for a long time? Let us explore and extend ourselves!

What is the relationship between human rights/citizenship and me?

we Wy
- -~
. 7Y

-

o L .
o .
b5 .

.

rHizanchin &
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THEMES

Building Democracy Through Coloring Our Lives

Democracy is about rights and participation of people. Here we will look at
minority rights of migrants in local/national community, and labour and
social rights including welfare benefits such as medical insurance and
public aid. At the same time, we are aware that democracy should not be
limited only to public space but also include private/intimate space such
as family. We will also look at how it directly affects every day lives of
marriage migrants.

Let’s Tear Down the Fake Mask of ‘multi-culturalism’

Why do you assume that | always want to be a national of the host
country? Why do | need to wear the traditional costume in the multi-
cultural festivals? Is it because that is our cultural symbol in your eyes?
Everyone is different on the basis of gender, race, religion, personal/social
experience, etc. It means that to recognize our conflicts and to understand
differences, we should not stereotype people. Is it possible to make
multiculturalism open and flexible beyond keeping “fixed” cultural images?
We cross national borders and then naturally acquire multiple identities.
Let us explore what possibilities this has for ourselves and our children!

Actions Make Changes!

Marriage migrant groups in host countries have struggled to acquire their
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rights through participating in diverse protests and formal politics,
creating social network, etc. A series of practices ranging from campaigns
for revising citizenship policies and dealing with domestic violence cases
to requesting public care system for elder/children, acquiring labour rights
have shaped vital and dynamic characteristics of marriage migrants’ social
movement. Through learning different cases from each other, we will try
to make progressive changes.

ACTION &
ADVOCACY

Regional/local Action Planning

In a globalized world, regional/international cooperation among
governments has increased with regard to the case of im/migration
policies. To deal with governmentled changes about im/migration
policies, our activities should be regional and international as well as
domestic. There are diverse issues that need to be dealt with such as
regulating commercialized marriage brokerage, supporting victims of
domestic violence, changing discriminative immigration laws etc. Let us
jointly set our own priorities for regional cooperation and specific action
plans.
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Programme Schedule

Date/ Themes Contents
Time Facilitator/Presenters/Discussants
Day 0
Day 1 Welcome Remarks
Introduction of Programme
Preliminary
[WORKSHOP]
Interactive Workshop
Solidarity Night
Day 2

[THEME 1]
Building Democracy through
Colouring Our Lives

Presenter:

Presenter

Discussant:

Presenter
Discussan
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[THEME 2]

Let Us Tear Down the Fake
Mask of
‘Multiculturalism’

Presenter
Facilitator:
Presenter
Presenter
Day 3
[THEME 3]
Action Makes Changes
Presenter:
Facilitator:
Discussant:
Presenter:
Discussant:
[ACTION]
Regional/Local Action
Planning
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Day 4

viii
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Participant List

Name

Countries Affiliation
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Name Countries Affiliation
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